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You Play a Role in Work Zone Safety. Work with Us. 

Ohio Turnpike creates videos and implements new tactics to raise public awareness of 
work zone safety. 

By Ferzan Ahmed 
April 20, 2023 

This week, the Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission joined participating state and 
federal transportation and safety agencies to promote National Work Zone Awareness Week 
(April 17-21, 2023), an annual spring campaign held at the start of the construction season to 
encourage safe driving in highway work zones.  

The campaign’s message to motorists: You play a role in work zone safety. Work with us. 

Work zone-related crashes caused by dangerous driving behaviors can be avoided if motorists 

follow these basic safety tips: obey the posted speed limit, establish a safe following distance, 

avoid distractions, pay attention to the signs, and be prepared to slow down or stop. 

Over the past five years, more than 5,000 work zone-related crashes have occurred on Ohio’s 
roadways per year resulting in fatalities, injuries, and property damage. 

To help us raise awareness about work zone safety, we salute the network TV affiliates WNWO 
and WTVG in Toledo, WEWS in Cleveland, WFMJ and WKBN in Youngstown for their news 
segments as well as the numerous stories published in newspapers across northern Ohio to 
keep motorists and our maintenance/roadway workers safe along the 241-mile Ohio Turnpike 
and beyond. 

As part of our efforts to create a highly visible and memorable campaign to prevent work zone 
crashes, several new tactics were implemented to remind travelers about the potential human 
toll caused by dangerous driving behaviors. They include: 

• Life-size vinyl-adhesive cutouts of actual Ohio Turnpike maintenance/roadway workers, 
Eddie and Tommy, were affixed to the interior columns at all 14 service plazas with the 
message “Move Over Slow Down For All Vehicles With Flashing Lights” and a QR code 
to learn more about Ohio’s Move Over Law; and 

• Vinyl-adhesive images of a hardhat and safety vest were affixed to the mirrors in the 
public restrooms at all the service plazas, so when a traveler walks to the sink to wash 
his or her hands or look at themselves, they will see their face reflected in the mirror 
framed between the hardhat and safety vest.  
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https://www.ohioturnpike.org/videos/default-source/wnwo-toledo-work-zone-clip/wnwo-toledo-03-28-23.mp4?sfvrsn=1dcfdc4_2
https://www.13abc.com/2023/04/06/turnpike-officials-urge-drivers-slow-down-during-construction-season/
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/national-work-zone-awareness-week-stop-speeding-through-construction-and-work-zones-road-workers-urge
https://www.wfmj.com/clip/15384288/ohio-turnpike-making-big-changes-in-2023
https://www.wkbn.com/news/ohio/construction-projects-announced-by-ohio-turnpike/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transportation.ohio.gov%2Fabout-us%2Fresources%2Fmove-over&data=05%7C01%7CCharles.Cyrill%40ohioturnpike.org%7Ce3d08e0241c146e3995e08db40ca528d%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638175009926061606%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cKJdx864OAiBIMaCQ0rqZUgbgajHJXdTEvFxrGnR48I%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ohioturnpike.org/


 

To reach our social media audiences, we also created a four-part video series to promote work 
zone safety week. The videos were also displayed on closed-circuit televisions inside all the 
service plazas. The videos include: 

• Video 1: Coming soon... Work Zone Awareness Week 

• Video 2: Ohio Turnpike Promotes Work Zone Safety 

• Video 3: Go Orange Day 

• Video 4: To Be Announced 

In addition, to create impressions with travelers entering the service plazas, our maintenance 
sign shop created a stencil that was used to spray paint the “Move Over Slow Down” message 
on the main sidewalks using orange marking paint.  

During the week, we also illuminated our administration and maintenance buildings, which are 
visible to motorists traveling on the Ohio Turnpike, with orange-colored spotlights to show our 
support for the weeklong campaign. 

Staff at our administration building in Berea participated in the campaign’s Go Orange Day by 
wearing orange-colored clothing to raise awareness of work zone safety, recognize roadway 
workers, and remember the individuals who lost their lives in work zone crashes. 

To remind motorists of Ohio’s Move Over Law, permanent “Move Over Slow Down for All 
Vehicles with Flashing Light” signs were installed ahead of the ramps at all 14 service plazas. 
The law requires drivers to move over and slow down for all stationary vehicles with flashing 
lights – including road construction and maintenance vehicles – on the side of all roadways in 
the state. Fines are doubled for failing to comply with the law. 

When it comes to work zone awareness, the goal at the end of the day is for everyone to go 
home safely to their families and that is what these campaign tactics are designed to 
accomplish. 

The month of April, which kicks off the highway construction season, serves as a reminder that 
everyone plays a role in work zone safety all year long. 

Ahmed is executive director of the Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission in Berea, Ohio. 
He is a registered Professional Engineer. 
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For more information, contact: 

 

Charles Cyrill 

Public Information Officer 

Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission 

m: 440.821.3399 

charles.cyrill@ohioturnpike.org 

 

https://youtu.be/YI1xl8XyzRc
https://youtu.be/F8kSISbzcVM
https://youtube.com/shorts/zX5dcYgTeDM?feature=share
mailto:charles.cyrill@ohioturnpike.org

