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TCS MODERNIZATION PROJECT 

 

OHIO TURNPIKE AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMISSION 

 
Resolution Declaring the Necessity of Appropriating Properties and Directing That 

Proceedings to Effect Such Appropriation Begin and be Prosecuted for Permanent Parcel 

Nos. 51-284272 and 51-284270 in Relation to the Toll Collection System (TCS) 

Modernization Project 

 

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, Governor Mike DeWine issued an Executive Order 

declaring a State of Emergency for the entire State of Ohio in response to the COVID-19 pandemic; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2020, Amy Acton, MD, MPH, Director of Health, issued a 

“Stay at Home Order” requiring individuals to stay home unless engaged in Essential Activities, 

Essential Governmental Functions or to operate Essential Businesses and Operations and, on April 

2, 2020, amended the Stay at Home Order so that it shall be in effect through May 1, 2020, and, 

on April 30, 2020, further amended the Stay at Home Order so that is shall be in effect through 

May 29, 2020; and  

 

WHEREAS, under the Stay at Home Order, Essential Activities, Essential Governmental 

Functions and Essential Businesses and Operations include: 

 

• Essential Infrastructure (Par. 9) – “[I]ndividuals may leave their residence to 

provide any service or perform any work necessary to offer, provision, operate, 

maintain and repair Essential Infrastructure,” which includes construction, building 

management and maintenance, and highways. 

• Essential Governmental Functions (Par. 10) – “[A]ll services provided by the State 

or any…political subdivision, board, commission or agency of government and 

needed to ensure the continuing operation of the government agencies or to provide 

for or support the health, safety and welfare of the public, including contractors 

performing Essential Functions.”  

• Essential Businesses and Operations (Par. 12) –  

 

o Critical Trades (Par. 12(k)) – “Building and Construction Tradesmen and 

Tradeswoman…and other service providers who provide services that are 

necessary to maintaining the safety, sanitation, and essential operation of 

residences, Essential Activities, and Essential Businesses and Operations.” 

o Supplies for Essential Businesses and Operations –“Businesses that sell, 

manufacture, or supply other Essential Businesses and Operations with the 

support or materials necessary to operate….” 

o Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers – The Cybersecurity and 

Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) Advisory Memorandum on 

Identification of Essential Critical Infrastructure During COVID-19 

Response, dated March 28, 2020, identifies the following as essential 

critical infrastructure workers: (1) Transportation and Logistics – 

“Employees supporting or enabling transportation functions…”; (2) Public 

Works and Infrastructure Support Services – “Workers who support the 

operation, inspection, and maintenance of essential public works facilities 

and operations…”; and (3) Government-Based Operations and Essential 

Functions – “Workers supporting essential maintenance, manufacturing, 

design, operation, inspection, security, and construction for essential 

products, services, and supply chain and COVID 19 relief efforts;” and  

 

WHEREAS, being the fastest east-west corridor in northern Ohio, the Ohio Turnpike 

performs a critical role in our state and national economy as a vital part of Ohio’s transportation 

network and a nationally ranked freight corridor and this role is more important now than ever 
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before so that essential medical supplies, food and other necessary goods can reach their 

destinations to those in need during this COVID-19 pandemic; and  

WHEREAS, based on the foregoing orders and guidance, the Ohio Turnpike and 

Infrastructure Commission (the “Commission”) finds that it must continue operations under the 

Stay at Home Order as Essential Infrastructure and as Essential Governmental Functions to 

maintain the supply chain and that the Commission’s contractors and service providers must 

continue to perform services and supply goods and materials to the Commission as Essential 

Infrastructure, Critical Trades, Supplies for Essential Business and Operators and/or Essential 

Critical Infrastructure Workers; and  

WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, the Commission finds that the contract approved 

pursuant to this Resolution is necessary for the Commission to continue operations as Essential 

Infrastructure and as Essential Governmental Functions and complies with the requirements of and 

exceptions to the Stay at Home Order; and  

WHEREAS, the Commission, for the purpose of modernizing the Ohio Turnpike Toll 

Collection System adopted the Toll Collection System and Customer Service Center Strategic Plan 

(the “Strategic Plan”) under Resolution No. 57-2017; and 

 

WHEREAS, in connection with the Strategic Plan, the Chief Engineer has caused the 

design and planning for new toll plazas (both eastbound and westbound), along with an eastbound 

access ramp from the Ohio Turnpike to the southern toll plaza, a westbound access ramp from the 

Ohio Turnpike to the northern toll plaza, an eastbound exit ramp merging from the southern toll 

plaza on to the Ohio Turnpike, and a westbound access ramp merging from the northern toll plaza 

on to the Ohio Turnpike, to implement both open road tolling and toll collection by traditional cash 

payment at or near MP 211 in connection with the new toll collection system in 2021-2022; and 

 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of, and as necessary for public use in implementing the 

Strategic Plan, and for the overall public purpose of modernizing, maintaining and operating the 

Ohio Turnpike in a safe and efficient manner, the Commission desires to acquire a 1.224 acre 

parcel adjacent to the Ohio Turnpike in Newton Township, Trumbull County, which 1.224  acre 

parcel (as legally described on Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein as “Property A”) 

is a portion of the real estate currently designated as Trumbull County Auditor’s Permanent Parcel 

No. 51-284272, and recorded as Instrument No. 200204250015599 in the official Trumbull County 

Records; and  

 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of, and as necessary for public use in implementing the 

Strategic Plan, and for the overall public purpose of modernizing, maintaining and operating the 

Ohio Turnpike in a safe and efficient manner, the Commission desires to acquire a 0.241 acre 

parcel adjacent to the Ohio Turnpike in Newton Township, Trumbull County, which 0.241  acre 

parcel (as legally described on Exhibit B attached hereto and incorporated herein as “Property B”) 

is a portion of the real estate currently designated as Trumbull County Auditor's Permanent Parcel 

No. 51-284270, and recorded as Instrument No. 200204250015599 in the official Trumbull 

County Records; and 

 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of, and as necessary for public use in implementing the 

Strategic Plan, and for the overall public purpose of modernizing, maintaining and operating the 

Ohio Turnpike in a safe and efficient manner, the Commission desires to acquire a 0.023 acre 

parcel for a channel easement necessary to construct the Project adjacent to Property B and the 

Ohio Turnpike in Newton Township, Trumbull County, which 0.023  acre parcel (as legally 

described on Exhibit C attached hereto and incorporated herein as “Property C”) (Property A, 

Property B and Property C are collectively referred to herein as the “Properties”) is a portion of 

the real estate currently designated as Trumbull County Auditor’s Permanent Parcel No. 51-

284270, and recorded as Instrument No. 200204250015599 in the official Trumbull County 

Records. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

RESOLVED that the Commission hereby declares that said acquisition of the Properties 

are necessary to construct new toll plazas (both eastbound and westbound), along with an 

eastbound access ramp from the Ohio Turnpike to the southern toll plaza, a westbound access ramp 
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from the Ohio Turnpike to the northern toll plaza, an eastbound exit ramp merging from the 

southern toll plaza on to the Ohio Turnpike, and a westbound access ramp merging from the 

northern toll plaza on to the Ohio Turnpike, to implement both open road tolling and toll collection 

by traditional cash payment at or near MP 211 in connection with the new toll collection system, 

all for the modernization, proper operation, and maintenance of the Ohio Turnpike, as part of 

Project No. 39-20-03A under the Strategic Plan; and 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that in compliance with Ohio Revised Code Chapters 5537 and 163, the 

Executive Director or the General Counsel is authorized and directed to negotiate for a reasonable 

time, and if possible enter into an agreement, for the purchase of the Properties with the following 

persons identified to be the current owners of the Properties: 

 

Jennie Sharp, 3814 Newton Falls Bailey Road SW, Warren, Ohio 44481-9718 

 

and such other persons that have or may have an interest in said Properties or are otherwise 

required to be named in the proceedings for appropriation under Ohio Revised Code Chapter 163; 

and 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director or the General Counsel begin 

proceedings to appropriate and prosecute the appropriation of fee title to the Properties and any 

necessary easements on and over Parcel Nos. 51-284272 and 51-284270 or neighboring parcels; 

and 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director or the General Counsel be, and he/she 

is hereby instructed to do or cause to be done all things that may be reasonably necessary so that 

proceedings for the appropriation of the Properties described herein may be commenced and 

completed; and 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that Project No. 39-20-03A is a designated System project under 

the Master Trust Agreement; and 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriation of property is necessary to continue the 

operations of the Ohio Turnpike and complies with the Director’s Stay Safe Ohio Order and this 

Commission further requires that any activity necessary and appropriate for the appropriation of 

property shall comply with the requirements of the Director’s Stay Safe Ohio Order and the 

Commission’s work site memorandum, as may be amended from time to time, unless or until such 

order is lifted entirely. 

 

(Resolution No. 41-2020 adopted May 18, 2020) 

 

 

 

 

  


