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OHIO TURNPIKE CROSSING 
PERMIT REQUEST INFORMATION 

UNDERGROUND CROSSING 
 

The Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission (“Commission”) has updated its permitting process to 
an electronic format.  Permit Applicants shall submit required information and materials through the links 
provided below.  Prior to submission of the Permit Application, please review all instructions and have all 
necessary information and supporting documentation prepared. 
 
1. Permit Application.  Permit Applicants should have the following information prepared to submit 

on a fillable form via the following link https://www.ohioturnpike.org/business/doing-
business-with-us/utility-permits/underground-utility-crossing-permit-form: 

 
A. Name, address, email address, and telephone number of applicant. 

 
B. Name, title, and email address and telephone number of permit holder/owner signee for 

DocuSign. 
 

C. Location of crossing – include name of county and Ohio Turnpike Milepost (or Ohio 
Turnpike Station). 

 
D. Nature of proposed installation (telephone, power, cable tv, etc.). 

 
E. Scope of work being performed – Narrative description. This should include a description 

of the type of materials used and overhead clearance and underground depth(s) for the 
crossing. 

 
F. Proposed schedule of work and tentative dates for performing each phase of work on the 

schedule. 
 

2. Supporting Documentation.  Permit Applicants should have the following supporting documents 
prepared to submit for review via the following link 
https://www.ohioturnpike.org/business/doing-business-with-us/utility-
permits/underground-utility-crossing-permit-form: 

 
A. Plans and Specifications for materials to be installed.  See specific requirements outlined 

in Sections 3 and 4, below. 
 

B. Certificate of insurance for permit holder/owner. For Insurance requirements, please refer 
to Section 7 below. 
 

C. Any political subdivision applying for a permit must submit a resolution, approved by its 
respective board or commission, which contains language stating that the political 
subdivision will be responsible for all related costs of construction, including inspection 
and for future maintenance of this project, and also contain a “save harmless” clause 
relieving the Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission of all liabilities and costs that 
may be incurred during the construction or life span of the project. 

 
THE COMMISSION MUST BE NOTIFIED BEFORE ANY ACCESS OR WORK IS DONE ON 
TURNPIKE PROPERTY. 

 
 3. Required Field Data: 
 

A. Take ground elevations at the location of each proposed soil boring Site (see Item c.  below).   
Additional ground elevations should be taken as required so that an accurate profile and 
Turnpike cross-section at the site of the proposed crossing can be developed. 

https://www.ohioturnpike.org/business/doing-business-with-us/utility-permits/underground-utility-crossing-permit-form/
https://www.ohioturnpike.org/business/doing-business-with-us/utility-permits/underground-utility-crossing-permit-form/
https://www.ohioturnpike.org/business/doing-business-with-us/utility-permits/underground-utility-crossing-permit-form/
https://www.ohioturnpike.org/business/doing-business-with-us/utility-permits/underground-utility-crossing-permit-form/
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B. All elevations, including the vertical locations of the new casing and the boring and receiving 

pits are to be referenced to United States Geodetic Survey Elevations. 
 

C. If required, soil borings are to be taken at the points indicated on the attached sheet, Fig. 1 
or Fig. 2– Boring Locations. 

 Soil boring test information is to include “Standard Penetration Tests” in the various strata; 
split spoon samples at five-foot intervals, terminating ten (10) feet below the proposed pipe 
grade.  In addition, observed water table data for a period of at least 24 hours will be 
required, using a small diameter casing to protect against cave-in and surface water 
infiltration during the 24-hour test period. 

 
D. In the event that test borings indicate a water-sand soil present special considerations 

(chemical soil stabilizer, etc.) will be required to insure a safe boring operation. 
 

4. Engineering drawings, specifications, and design calculations shall be submitted for approval by 
the Chief Engineer and shall contain enough information to accurately describe the proposed 
crossing, as described below; 

 
A. Engineering Drawings – Drawings shall show the locations of the Turnpike centerline and 

right-of-way lines, the location of the proposed crossing with respect to the Turnpike 
centerline stationing and plan and profile locations of the pipe, boring pit, and receiving           
pit with respect to Turnpike lines and grades. 

 
B. Specifications – Along with an assembly detail cross section of the casing and carrier pipes, 

material specifications for the casing and carrier pipes are to be provided and are to include: 
 

1) Pipe material 
2) Outside diameter 
3) Specification and grade 
4) Wall thickness 
5) Weight per lineal foot 
6) Minimum yield strength of pipe 
7) Minimum test pressure 
8) Maximum operating pressure 
9) Type of joint 
10) External coating 
11) Cathodic protection description 

 
C. Design Calculations:  Provide calculations, prepared and certified by a State of Ohio 

Professional Engineer, based on soil and other imposed loads for the shoring of both the 
boring and receiving pits.  Detailed drawings of the sheeting and bracing systems are also 
to be included. 

 
 5. General Design Considerations: 
 

A. Both the boring and receiving pits may be located within the Turnpike right-of-way at the 
discretion of the Chief Engineer. 

 
B. Shut-off valves for the proposed underground lines are to be provided on both sides of the 

Turnpike at the nearest accessible locations off the Turnpike right-of-way. 
 
C. All boring operations within the limits of the outside shoulders of the directional roadways 

are to be performed on a continuous basis until the piping or casing is completely under 
the limits of pavement. No exceptions shall be granted. 
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D. All voids that develop around the outside of the casing during boring operations are to be 
grouted full. 

 
E. Bulkheads are to be available on the site in the event that a sudden failure in the overlying 

strata occurs. 
 
F. A water control level (or another approved type of control, such as a laser beam) is to be 

used during boring operations so as to be able to continuously monitor the vertical 
alignment of the casing. 

 
G. A bentonite lubricant is permitted on the outside of the casing. 
 
H. No water-jetting will be permitted. 
 
I. Pulling of augers, once boring operations begin; will only be permitted upon approval of 

the Chief Engineer. 
 
J. Minimum cover to top of casing shall be 5 feet. 

  
6. Maintenance of Traffic: 

 
Maintenance of traffic and work zones on the Turnpike mainline will be performed by the Ohio 
Turnpike Maintenance Department, during times of low traffic volume. Highway Patrol services 
for rolling road blocks or traffic control will be arranged by the Ohio Turnpike.  Rolling road blocks, 
if necessary, will only be permitted between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m., or as otherwise 
approved by the Chief Engineer.  All cost of these services will be billed to the permit holder. 

  
 7. Permit Insurance Requirements: 
 

A. General.  Permit Holder shall purchase and maintain at its own expense, or cause to be 
purchased and maintained the following insurance as specified below and shall comply 
with the following requirements.  All insurance required hereunder shall apply to and cover 
loss or liability caused by, arising out of, or resulting from the work performed or required 
to be performed, by or on behalf of Permit Holder hereunder.  Permit Holder shall require 
comparable coverages and limits of any subcontractor Permit Holder engages.  
Commercial General Liability and Pollution Legal Liability coverages shall be purchased 
and maintained so long as the Permit is in effect; Commercial Auto and Ohio Workers’ 
Compensation, Employers Liability coverages shall be purchased and maintained during 
any and all work, construction, installation, maintenance, field work, inspections, or service 
(collectively “work”).  Required coverages and limits of liability of not less than the 
following: 

 
B. Commercial General Liability, including contractual liability, coverage as respects 

independent contractors, operating mobile equipment, and products and completed 
operations.  Coverage shall apply on a per project basis. 
 
$5,000,000   General Aggregate 
$5,000,000   Products/Completed Operations Aggregate 
$5,000,000  Occurrence Limit, Bodily Injury and Property  

Damage 
 

C. Commercial Auto Liability, including Owned, Hired and Non-Owned Auto Liability 
Coverage, $5,000,000 Combined Single Limit, Bodily Injury and Property Damage. 
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The Commercial General Liability Insurance limit and Auto Liability Insurance limit 
requirements may be satisfied by the purchase and maintenance of any combination of 
primary, Excess and/or Umbrella insurance. 

 
D. Ohio Workers’ Compensation. with statutory limits.  Employers Liability $1,000,000 bodily 

injury each accident, $1,000,000 bodily injury disease each employee and aggregate.  
Self-insurance is permitted provided Permit Holder submits proof of excess Workers’ 
Compensation insurance on the evidence of insurance issued. 

 
E. Pollution Legal Liability. (Contractors Pollution Legal Liability), covering liability arising out 

of or relating to work performed under this Permit, or which should have been performed, 
by or on behalf of Permit Holder and/or any subcontractor, including coverage for claims 
alleging bodily injury and/or property damage, and claims for the clean-up, response, or 
remediation of any location contaminated, polluted or otherwise affected as a result of or 
arising from Permit Holder’s and/or its subcontractors’ performance of work under this 
Permit. 

 
$1,000,000 Bodily injury and property damage, third-party claims, each 

occurrence, annual aggregate 
$1,000,000 Clean up, response and remediation on-site, each occurrence, 

annual aggregate  
 

F. Railroad Protective Liability.  If work involves construction or demolition operations at or 
near railroad property (i.e., within fifty (50) feet of such property), Permit Holder shall 
purchase and maintain in force Railroad Protective Liability covering liability and damages 
arising out of or resulting from Permit Holder’s or its subcontractor’s work rendered, or 
which should have been rendered, in relation to this Permit, with limits of liability of not 
less than $2,000,000 per claim, $4,000,000 annual aggregate.  Such limits of liability shall 
apply separately for each annual period for all damages arising out of bodily injuries to or 
death of one or more persons and all damages arising out of injury to or destruction of 
property.  The railroad authority shall be the named insured under the Railroad Protective 
Liability insurance.  Such policy shall be written using ISO Form Number CG 00 35 01 07 
98 and Pollution Exclusion Amendment Form CG 28 31 07 98, or other form(s) providing 
equivalent coverage.  Such coverage shall be purchased and maintained for so long as 
required by the railroad authority and may be satisfied by a standalone policy or by 
endorsement to the General Liability policy. 

 
G. Additional Insureds.  Commission and its members, officers, administrators, employees, 

representatives, and agents shall be included as additional insureds on Permit Holder’s 
Commercial General Liability and Automobile policy(ies), and its Excess/Umbrella Liability 
policy shall follow primary coverages.  The extent of the additional insured coverage 
afforded shall be no less broad than that provided under ISO Form CG 20 26 11/85 for 
General Liability and Umbrella/Excess Liability, ISO Form CA 20 48 02/99 for Auto 
Liability, or substitute forms providing equivalent coverage, (including the combination of 
CG 20 10 10/01 and CG 20 37 10/01 for General Liability).  All coverage required by this 
Permit, including without limitation, the additional insured coverage afforded under Permit 
Holder’s policies, shall include both ongoing operations (work in progress) and completed 
operations (completed work).  Permit Holder’s Umbrella and Excess liability insurance 
must provide primary additional insured status for the required additional insureds to 
ensure that all of Permit Holder’s liability insurance, including all Umbrella or Excess 
insurance, applies and is exhausted prior to the insurance, self-insurance, or self-funding 
arrangement of Commission or any additional insureds. 

 
H. Primary Coverage.  The insurance coverage to be purchased and maintained by Permit 

Holder shall be primary to any insurance, self-insurance, or self-funding arrangement 
maintained by Commission or any other additional insureds required by any of them to be 
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included, which shall not contribute therewith, and there shall be severability of interests 
under the insurance policies required by this Permit for all coverages provided under said 
insurance policies and otherwise provide cross liability coverage.  Permit Holder shall be 
responsible for deductibles or retentions in its policies. 

 
I. Evidence of Insurance.  Permit Holder shall submit to Commission as part of its Permit 

application, annually after the Permit effective date, and periodically upon Commission 
request, an Acord certificate(s) evidencing the effectiveness of the insurance policies 
required herein together with copies of endorsement(s) and/or policy provisions granting 
additional insured status as required herein.  Permit Holder shall, within thirty (30) days of 
Commission’s request during the term of this Permit, provide Commission with a full and 
complete copy of all insurance policies purchased and maintained by Permit Holder 
pursuant to this Permit. 

 
J. Notice of Occurrence; No Limitation.  Upon Permit Holder’s knowledge of any actual or 

alleged incident, or third-party claim relating in any way to the Permit and/or work 
thereunder which may result in or give rise to a claim against, liability imposed upon, or 
loss suffered by Permit Holder or Commission which may exceed Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000), Permit Holder shall immediately provide Commission with written notice of such 
matter with reasonable detail.  The types and limits of insurance to be purchased and 
maintained by Permit Holder or any subcontractor pursuant to this Permit shall not be 
deemed to constitute a limitation of Permit Holder’s liability or indemnification obligations 
owed Commission.  If at any time Permit Holder purchases and maintains insurance with 
limits of liability greater than those specified in this Permit, then those limits shall apply 
and they shall exist as if the applicable required limits of liability specified above were such 
greater limits of liability currently existing for Permit Holder.    

 
K. Termination.  All insurance required of Permit Holder shall be effective and protect against 

liabilities asserted against Permit Holder and/or Commission irrespective of when or where 
such claim is asserted or whether this Permit is terminated or otherwise expires. 

 
 8. Fees: 
 

The Permit Holder shall pay to the Commission (a) Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) 
(“Application fee”); and (b) Three Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($3,800.00) (“Administrative 
Fee”) every ten years, which shall be paid to the Commission in advance of each ten-year 
period.  The Application Fee and first Administrative Fee shall be payable to the Commission prior 
to execution of this Permit, and the subsequent Administrative Fee shall be payable every ten 
years thereafter; provided, however that the Administrative Fee for each ten-year period 
succeeding the previous ten-year period shall be increased based by the same percentage of 
inflation as determined by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the preceding ten years.  Failure 
to pay such Administrative Fee shall automatically terminate the Permit Holder’s right to maintain 
its utility crossing the Turnpike. 
 
The Application and first Administrative Fee shall be submitted in the form of a check and mailed 
or hand-delivered to the following address:  
 

Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission 
682 Prospect Street 
Berea, Ohio 44017 
 

Make checks payable to “OHIO TURNPIKE AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMISSION”.  Please 
include with the check the Permit Holder Company Name and Milepost as submitted on the form 
in order to link the check to the request permit application.  NO PERMIT WILL BE PROCESSED 
UNTIL THE APPLICATION FEE AND FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE FEE HAVE BEEN RECEIVED. 
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For any questions or concerns, please email: utilitycrossingpermits@ohioturnpike.org 
 
                

 
 
 
 
F:\Engineering\ENGINEER\UTILITY CROSSING PERMIT- CORRESPONDENCE\AERIAL - UNDERGROUND APPLICATION FORMS\updates for online forms\UNDERPERMIT 3-6-
26.docx 
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